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wholly diverse from those with which we are familiar. But omitting from 
this work all the polities as debatable, enough remains to make it of great 
value. Mr. Dingle knows his China well, in some regards, intimately. He has 
a shrewd knowledge of most of the greater figures who have come to the front 
in the new China and characterizes them cleverly. The difficulties he has 
recognized, he knew the uncertainty of rumor, the selfish interest which sought 
to distort the events of the busy time. Even of occurrences of which he was 
an eye witness he is forced to acknowledge that the interpretation is doubtful. 
Still the volume gives us the first clear narrative of what happened to change 
the empire. We have the record of dates and places of those eventful months, 
we obtain a glimpse of the interrelation of the commotion within the Forbid- 
den City and the emptying of the Dragon Throne with uprisings in distant 
provincial centers. Knowing well the chance of error and the certainty of 
mendacity, he exercised great care in confirming each item of the record. 
Everything has been supported by the best evidence forthcoming and the pro- 
clamations and more official acts, such as the edict of abdication, are trans- 
lated at length; these will prove of great advantage to the student of the his- 
tory of that troublous time. William Churchill. 

AUSTRALASIA AND OCEANIA 

Across Australia. By B. Spencer and F. J. Gillen. Vol. 1: 254 pp. 
Vol. 2: pp. 255-515. Maps, ills., index. The Macmillan Co., New York, 

1912. £1 Is., 2 vols. 8% x 5%. 

In these two volumes we have the day by day record of the exploration 
which has already found fruit in two great works. It is astounding that in 
the dreary traverse of the central Australian desert they should have found 
so much, for the miles stretch on without food and water and the only path is 
the hundred foot clearing through which is strung the overland telegraph from 
Port Augusta to Port Darwin. With hesitation they introduce a theme worthy 
of more courageous presentation. This is that the aboriginals of Australia 
are contemporaneous men of the Stone Age, palaeolithic men just beginning 
the advance upon neolithic culture as shown by the fact that they employ 
chipped and flaked stone artifacts with a few in which the stone is polished. 
I have already advanced the value of this recognition in the case of the 
neolithic man of the South Sea. Its great importance lies in the light which 
it may properly cast upon the culture of other men of the Stone Age whom 
we know only through their remains in cave and lacustrine deposits. The stone 
bearing the mark of human art is the only permanent memorial and from the 
specimen unearthed to our view we struggle to reconstruct a society. Spencer 
and Gillen here suggest that the chipped quartzite and the rubbed diorite are 
better illustration of Stone Age culture when we find them in Australian 
hands and have the opportunity to see how they are worked and how em- 
ployed. Furthermore, our museum specimens can give us a picture of stone 
life and stone alone, but the Australian gives us to see how, with the stone, 
man had acquired the use of wood and fur and down of birds and cords of 
human hair to serve his daily needs and these, being perishable, have vanished 
from our knowledge of other Stone Age man. When we notice that the 
primitives of this Australian horizon have not advanced beyond two-ply twine, 
that pottery, braiding and weaving lie wholly outside their culture, we shall 
recognize what an opportunity they afford for an insight into the beginnings 
of other human societies so remote that we are not yet agreed as to their 
eoliths, whether they fall within the province of ethnology or of palaeontology. 

William Churchill. 

The New World of the South. The Romance of Australian History. By 
W. H. Fitehett. viii and 428 pp. Index. C. Seribner's Sons, New York, 

1913. 7%x5. 

In the first volume of this work the author described those sea adventures, 
so charged with dramatic interest, that were associated with the discovery of 
Australia. The present volume tells of the gold discoveries, the bushrangers, 



